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INTRODUCTION

CENTER FOR PEACE & CONFLICT STUDIES

MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR

.

Shirin Khosropour

Looking back on our programming for AY 2022-

2023 | am delighted to share that we expanded our
Center’s work in response to emerging community
needs while also wrapping up the academic year with
the return of our Annual Spring Symposium after a
three-year pandemic hiatus. | want to reaffirm my
gratitude and appreciation for the support we've
received from across the College which empowered
us to do such meaningful and interdisciplinary work.

With the expansion of our programming | would like to
highlight some of our major accomplishments here:

*  We offered Level 1 and Level 2 of the Conflict
Transformation Academy during Fall and Spring
semesters respectively and we continue to receive
inquiries from community organizations interested
in accessing this training for their workforces.

+  We continued our partnership with the Austin Police
Department, providing cultural sensitivity training to
new cadets.

*  We recruited four new subject matter experts
who joined our popular Peace in Relationships
series and we continue to grow our audience for
this content via the Center’s YouTube channel.



With the expansion of our programming | would like to highlight some of our
major accomplishments:

We wrapped up our Cinema of Conflict & Transformation
series with our first in-person screening and discussion
since the onset of the pandemic and intend to recommit
to hosting the series on campus moving forward.

We piloted a new series, Poetry of Conflict &
Transformation in partnership with the University
of Texas Middle East Studies Center.

In response to requests from students, we reached out to
and received support from the ACC Equity Council Mini-
Grant Program, and launched a new series, CommuniTEA
& Conversation, aimed at supporting our Iranian
Riverbats and others in our community with ties to Iran.
These gatherings provided space for those impacted

by the political violence in Iran to come together, build
community and collective empowerment, and process
the challenging developments taking place inside Iran.

We partnered with Science, Engineering, and Math,
and more specifically the Earth and Environmental
Science Department to bring world renowned climate
scientist, Dr. Benjamin Kirtman to ACC as the keynote
speaker for our Spring Symposium, Climate Science,
Climate Justice: Personal and Civic Action.

We ran the inaugural Global Peace & Conflict Studies
Faculty Learning Community in partnership with ACC's
Office of International Programs and the University of
Texas' Hemisphere Centers, working with 10 faculty
from across the college on integrating Global Peace

& Conflict Studies materials into their curriculum.

While we have accomplished a lot this year that we are
proud of, we are also recognizing that we have spread
ourselves thin and are in the process of re-examining our
priorities for the coming year. Our team is also undergoing
a transition as our Program Coordinator, Laila Taraghi,
concluded her service to the College at the end of May
after 3.5 impactful years of hard work and collaboration.
We hope to fill this vacancy as soon as possible to minimize
the disruption to our programming for the coming year.

Dr. Shirin Khosropour



OVERVIEW

OVERVIEW OF
ACTIVITIES

Our Programs

Summary of Event Attendance by Series & Demographic

Event Faculty Staff Students Other Total
Peace in Relationships 26 51 45 20 142
Cinema of Conflict & Transformation 19 27 80 7 135
Poetry of Conflict & Transformation 22 12 23 14 71
CommuniTEA & Conversation 17 12 23 15 67
Annual Spring Symposium 43 37 68 62 210
TOTAL FOR AY 22-23 625

OUR PROGRAMS FOR THE AY 2022-2023

The workshops cover

the core skills of conflict
resolution with an eye
toward creating more
justice in our relationships

Conflict
Iransformation
Academy

Learn More Page 8

Peace in Relationships
series brings clinical and
academic practitioners
whose practice focuses
on intimate relationships
to share insights into how
to improve the quality of
our close partnerships.

Peace in
RELATIONSHIPS
FALL 2022 SERIES

Learn More Page 12

and our college community.

iCinema o/ Conflict
& Transformation

Poetry of Conflict
&Transformation

The series explores
issues of social, cultural,
and political conflict with
the aim of expanding
our audiences’
understanding of

the issues while also
helping them imagine
positive futures.

Learn More Page 14

The series seeks to
enhance readers’
understanding of
complex issues explored
by poets in the region.

Learn More Page 16


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/cinema-of-conflict-transformation/
https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/events/conflict-transformation-academy/
https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/peace-in-relationships-5/
https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/poetry-of-conflict-transformation/

9thAnnual Spring
Symposium, Climate
Science, Climate
Justice: Personal

& Civic Action.

Learn More Page 24

Inaugural Global Peace
& Conflict Studies
Faculty Learning
Community in
partnership with ACC'’s
Office of International
Programs and the
University of Texas’
Hemisphere Centers.

Learn More Page 30
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Dr. Shirin Khosropour conducting
Multiculturalism training for the Austin
Police Department
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Center for Peace and Conflict Director,
Dr. Shirin Khosropour and Dr. Marcus
McQuirter, PACS faculty affiliate and
Drama Professor, were invited by Austin

Police Department’s Tr

aining Academy to

conduct Multiculturalism training for the
Austin Police Department’s 147th Cadet
Class. They led the Cadets in discussions

toward understanding
and therefore actions,
own culture and exper

that worldviews,
are shaped by one’s
iences. Cadets were

encouraged to be more aware of how
people tend to use their own understanding

of the world as the
standard way of being.


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/climate-science-climate-justice-personal-and-civic-action/

Program | Conflict Transformation Academy

CONFLICT TRANSFORMATION
ACADEMY

AY 2022-2023

Conflict

Transformation ¢
Academy The discussion of

all conflicts having
components of story
and critically assessing
whether our narratives
come from dominant or
counter narratives as

The Center started offering training in conflict
o well as how we can

resolution in 2015. The workshops cover the core analyze and reflect on
skills of conflict transformation and participants the power dynamics

, . . in any given conflict.
learn and practice skills related to understanding
the roots of conflict, identifying their own and
others’ emotions, interests, and positions, and

facilitating collaborative problem solving.

Until the spring of 2020, these two-day, With support from TLED, we spent the summer
16-hour workshops were offered only in- of 2020 developing and piloting an entirely
person. The pandemic and the challenges online version of our conflict transformation
our community was facing with an increase in workshop with much success. This is the
conflicts both intrapersonal and interpersonal, third academic year in which we have offered
we felt motivated to bring this training online these virtual conflict transformation training

to offer our community skills and tools workshops to the ACC community.

to transform conflicts they encountered
in both the workplace and beyond.


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/events/conflict-transformation-academy/

Conflict Transformation Academy

The CTA is a wonderful
resource to find out
about g/our confllct
style, how you show up
when in conflict during
calm and storm, our
perceptions and how
these affect how we see
conflict, and practice
applying better forms of
communication to check
your perceptions.



Program | Conflict Transformation Academy

Since migrating this training online, the Conflict
Transformation Academy (CTA) has evolved into a
two part offering, Level 1 and Level 2. Both Levels
were developed and piloted in AY 2020-2021, and
have been gradually refined over the course of the
last two years.

Level Breakdown

LEVEL 1

Level 1 provides high level conflict
transformation theory with exercises
that focus on skills participants

will practice or discuss:

+ Conflict Styles and Conflict
as an Opportunity

* Drivers of Conflict: Human Needs,
Emotions, Positions and Interests

* The Role of Power and
Identity in Conflict

* Interpreting Conflict:
Subjectivity and Perception

« Communication Strategies in Conflict

In all, 10 staff and 8 faculty attended the
2-day, 14-hour Level 1 CTA training in the
Fall of 2022.

Participants came to us from 14 different
departments including: Art, BRASS,
Campus Management, Computer
Information Technology, HR, Math,

Music, Nursing, Sonography, Student
Accessibility Services, Student Affairs,
Student Services Help Desk, and Teaching
and Learning Excellence Division.

10

LEVEL 2

Level 2 allows participants to practice
these skills through role-playing
using scenarios based on fictional
college-based conflicts. Level 2:

* Provides basic situations and
characters that participants
can quickly embody,

+ Uses embodied experience
as a springboard for debrief
and reflection on core conflict
transformation concepts and skills,

+ Allows participants to practice
different ways of experiencing
and responding to conflict.

In terms of our Spring semester
offering, 14 staff and 5 faculty
attended the 2-day, 14-hour Level
2 training in February 2023

66

Professionally and
positively impacting work
environments. This should
be mandatory. This could
decrease turnover and HR
issues because much of

the perception in a conflict
could very well be assumed.




Level 2 participants came
to us from 18 different
departments including:

Campus Management

Career Services

Humanities

CLS

Computer Science and Information
Technology

Continuing Education
Engineering Technology
Facilities and Construction
Financial Aid

Government

Health Sciences

Institutional Effectiveness & Grant
Development

Math and Student Development
Nursing, Radiology

Student Accessibility Services
Student Affairs

Student Affairs Help Desk
Student Impact and Outcomes
Teaching and Learning Excellence
Division

Veterans Affairs.

Conflict

Transformation

Academy

CTA LEVEL 1 FALL 2022 ATTENDANCE BY DEMOGRAPHIC

FALL 22 Date Faculty Staff Total
Level 1 11/4 & 11/18 8 10 18
Session 1 11/4 8 10 18
Session 2 11/4 7 13 13

CTA LEVEL 2 SPRING 2023 ATTENDANCE BY DEMOGRAPHIC

Spring 23 Date Faculty Staff Total

Level 1 2/10 & 2/18 8 9 17

Session 1 2/10 8 9 17

Session 2 2/18 8 9 17
o 3 5
ATTENDED

THE FUTURE OF

Since first piloting the online version of this training,
the CTA has been generously funded by Dr. Susan
Thomason in the Teaching & Learning Excellence
Division. This year was our last year of funding

from TLED and we have applied for funding through
the college’s budget proposal process to continue
this work. If we receive the funds that we have
requested, then we intend to offer CTA Level 1 in the
Fall and Spring semesters and then offer

Level 2 in the summer on a recurring basis.




Program | Peace in Relationships

PEACE IN
RELATIONSHIPS

fall 22 | spring 23 program

Y peace in

RELATIONSHIPS

The ACC Center for Peace & Conflict Studies’ Peace in Relationships series brings
clinical and academic practitioners whose practice, research, and or teaching
focuses on intimate partner relationships to share insights into how to improve

the health and quality of our romantic partnerships.

CORE EXPERTS

P.'E'Hl:ﬂl.'r.' :

B LATIOM SRR

David Cooley, a professional
Restorative Circle facilitator
and trainer

X

4
Peace in

EELATION 5T

-

JP Cardenas, Owner + Therapist
of Health and Healing Hub in
Austin, TX


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/peace-in-relationships-5/

PEACE IN RELATIONSHIPS SESSION ATTENDANCE BY DEMOGRAPHIC

Session Descriptions Date Faculty Staff Students  Others Total

Healing Relationship Ruptures &

1 Addressing Interpersonal Conflict 9/20/22 8 8 7 7 30
w/ Restorative Relationship
Conversations with David Cooley

2 Fat Love and More 10/25/22 4 6 20 5 35
with JP Cardenas

From Taboo to Sexual Positivity:

3 The Guide to Healthy Sexual 11/15/22 Canceled by speaker with short notice
Communication
with Alicia Andrews

4 Navigating Digital Dating 2/14/23 5 4 9 0 18

with Duana Welch

Restorative Relationship
5 Conversations Demonstration 3/7/23 6 11 5 5 27
with David Cooley

Understanding the impact of
relationships and community
6 for Transgender and Gender 4/18/23 3 22 4 3 32
Expansive people with
Rocky Lane & Sarah Swofford

TOTAL 1 4 2
In all, a total of 142 faculty, staff, students, and ATTENDED

community members attended these events. Videos
from these sessions reside on our YouTube channel

and have garnered 300 views. TOTAL VIEWS + 3 0 0
ON YOUTUBE

Peace in

SELATICH SIS

Alicia Andrews, Independent Dr. Duana Welch, is author of Rocky Lane, Community

Sexuality Educator and Public the Love Factually books engagement and advocacy

Health Consultant consultant, specializing in
wellness access




Program | Cinema of Conflict and Transformation

CINEMA OF CONFLICT
& TRANSFORMATION

Fall 22 | Spring 23 program

Cinema of Conflict

& Transformation

The ACC Center for Peace & Conflict Studies’ film series, Cinema of Conflict and
Transformation, is curated and led by Dr. Mark Cunningham, ACC Professor of
Radio, Television, and Film.

The series explores issues of social, cultural, political, personal, and interpersonal
conflict with the aim of expanding our audiences’ understanding of the

issues addressed on screen while also helping them imagine positive futures
arising from complex issues in our societies. Each screening is followed by a
conversation with one or more invited guests about both film making and the
topics explored by the film, with the audience invited to join the discussion.

14


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/cinema-of-conflict-transformation/

CINEMA OF CONFLICT & TRANSFORMATION SESSION ATTENDANCE
BY DEMOGRAPHIC

Session Descriptions Date Faculty Staff Students Others Total

Who Killed Vincent Chin?

with Janie Wang 9/21/22 2 9 8 1 20
Jafar Panahi's Taxi

with Khatereh Sheibani 10/26/22 3 5 21 2 31
Harlan County, USA 11/16/22 . , . 1 .
with Anne Lewi

You Will Die at Twenty 2/15/23

with Alaine Hutson 3 4 7 3 17
Motorcycle Diaries 4/13/22 . . , ; ;
with Jean Lauer

The Janes 1193 . ; y i .

with Ellen Stansell

In all, a total of 135 faculty, staff, students,
and community members attended these
events. Videos from these sessions reside

on our YouTube channel and have garnered TOTAL
267 views. 1 3 5
ATTENDED

TOTAL VIEWS + 2 6 7
ON YOUTUBE

22-23 SEASON

Mark D. Cunningham is an Associate Professor in Radio-
Television-Film at Austin Community College in Austin,
Texas. He received his PhD in Radio-Television-Film from the
University of Texas at Austin. He has contributed essays to

national publications, several anthologies, and peer-reviewed
journals focusing on such topics in film and television/media
studies as John Singleton’s film Poetic Justice, Spike Lee’s
semi-autobiographical film Crooklyn, actor/rapper/activist
Ice T's role on Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, alternative
spaces of blackness in Barry Jenkins' debut film Medicine for
Melancholy, and the importance of black popular culture.




Program | Poetry of Conflict and Transformation

POETRY OF CONFLICT
& TRANSFORMATION

Fall 22 | Spring 23 program

Poetry of Conflict
¢ Transformation

The series seeks to enhance readers’ understanding of complex issues explored
by poets in the region, while also helping them envision positive futures.

This year we piloted a new series, Poetry of
Conflict & Transformation in partnership with
the University of Texas Middle East Studies
Center. Focusing on social, cultural, political,
personal, or interpersonal conflict, the series
brings ACC faculty in Peace & Conflict Studies
into conversation with UT faculty in Middle
Eastern literature to explore poems translated
from Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, and Turkish.

Each event begins with a brief contextualization
of the poem at hand, followed by a conversation
with a specialist in the relevant literature and

an expert in Peace & Conflict Studies, with the
audience invited to join the discussion. In the
Fall, we explored Tamim Al-Barghouti’'s “In
Jerusalem.” The conversation was led by

16

Dr. Avigail Noy, Assistant Professor of Arabic
studies at the Department of Middle Eastern
Studies and a faculty affiliate of the Program
in Comparative Literature at the University
of Texas at Austin. Dr. Noy was joined by
ACC's Dr. Marcus McQuirter, M.A., Ph.D.
Department Chair and Professor of Drama.

In the Spring, we explored Forough Farrokhzad'’s
“O Bejeweled Land.” The conversation was led

by Dr. Levi Thompson, Assistant Professor of
Persian and Arabic Literature in the Department
of Middle Eastern Studies at the University

of Texas at Austin. Dr. Thompson was joined

by ACC'’s Dr. Shirin Khosropour, Professor

of Psychology and founder and director of

ACC's Center for Peace & Conflict Studies.


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/poetry-of-conflict-transformation/

CINEMA OF CONFLICT & TRANSFORMATION SESSION ATTENDANCE
BY DEMOGRAPHIC

Session Descriptions Date Faculty Staff  Students Others Total

A Discussion of Tamim Al-

Barghouti's In Jerusalem 9/21/22
with Dr. Avigail Noy and Dr.

Marcus McQuirter

2 9 8 1 20

A Discussion of Forough

Farrokhzad's O Bejeweled Land 11/16/22
with Dr. Levi Thompson and

Dr. Shirin Khosropour

In all, a total of 71 faculty, staff, students,
and community members attended these
events. Videos from these sessions reside

on our YouTube channel and have TOTAL
garnered 148 views. ? 1
ATTENDED

TOTAL VIEWS + 1 1 8
ON YOUTUBE

22-23 SESSION

Levi Thompson Shirin Khosropour Avigail Noy Marcus McQuirter

Assistant Professor of Persian and Arabic founder and director of Austin Community Assistant Professor of Arabic studies Faculty member in the Drama Department
Literature in the Department of Middle College’s Center for Peace & Conflict Stud- Department of Middle Eastern Studies at ACC where he teaches Voice, Acting, and
Eastern Studies at UT ies, and a professor of Psychology atUt Introduction to Theater




Program | CommuniTEA & Conversation

COMMUNITEA & CONVERSATION

Fall 22 | Spring 23 program

CommuniTEA

66

ACC’s acknowledgement
of its Iranian community’s
wound. | appreciate

your support for the
Iranian students, staff
and faculties.”

These gatherings provided a space for those impacted by the political violence in Iran
to come together, build community and collective empowerment, and process the
challenging developments taking place inside Iran.

In the Fall of 2022 protests erupted in Iran
following the death of Mahsa Jina Amini,

a 22-year-old Kurdish-lranian woman. She
was detained by morality police during a

visit to Tehran, beaten, and ultimately died

in police custody on September 16th for
wearing “improper hijab.” Her death sparked a
movement for freedom and an end to gender
apartheid in Iran, which was met by state
sponsored violence and repression that played
out over many months. Several students who
are of Iranian heritage sought support from
their professors, who in turn reached out to
us. Dr. Khosropour worked with her colleague,
Dr. Nina Almasy, Dean of Health Sciences to
appeal to Dr. Rhodes to issue a statement of
support for our Iranian Riverbat community.

18

We also worked with our colleagues, Dr. Larry
Davis and Dr. Khayree Williams, to apply for

an equity mini-grant to fund a series of four
meetings aimed at providing psycho-social
support to our Iranian community. These
gatherings provided a space for those impacted
by the political violence in Iran to come together,
build community and collective empowerment,
and process the challenging developments
taking place inside Iran. Each event featured
Persian tea and sweets, music, and facilitated
dialogue and activities aimed at processing the
collective trauma impacting Iranian Riverbats
and others in our community with ties to Iran.


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/communitea-and-conversation/

COMMUNITEA AND CONVERSATION SESSION ATTENDANCE BY DEMOGRAPHIC

Session Descriptions Date Faculty Staff Students  Others Total

Exploring Revolutionary Anthems

L with with Mohamad Firoozi 12/6/22 6 4 9 3 22
Yoga Practice for Stress Reduction
2 with Geeti Shirazi Mahajan 127723 4 3 4 ! 12
4 Poetry Workshop 2/24/23 3 2 3 0 8
with Roja Chamankar
Painting workshop
5 with Anousha Shahsavari 4/26/23 4 3 7 1 25
In all, a total of 17 faculty, 12 staff, 23 Students, and TOTAL 7
15 community members attended these events.
e ! ATTENDED

22-23 EVENT

Y Y
N
1 7]

1\41: \ = ;7_.-1"' !- | i

Roja Chamankar, Poet and film- Anousha Shahsavari, based Geeti Shirazi Mahajan, a Trauma
maker with an academic back- in Austin, holds both an MA in Informed Yoga Teacher (TIYT),
ground in Dramatic Literature Applied Linguistics & Persian Certified Yoga Therapist (C-IAYT).




CommuniTEA & Conversation

BUILDING COMMUNITY AND
COLLECTIVE EMPOWERMENT

Discerning a Need

Each event featured Persian tea and sweets, music,
and facilitated dialogue and activities aimed at
processing the collective trauma impacting Iranian
Riverbats and others in our community with ties

to Iran.

b
'L-'l..q,..'! |

A

Ir .‘.I' I L 4
COMPFLICT !TIJ'I:IHJ h
Ramrtin I Dty Colips

Photo top left

Group exercise of individual poems
that came together to form a single
poem during the poetry workshop.

Photo bottom left

Participants had an opportunity to
come together and engage in yoga
practice for stress reduction led by,
Iranian American therapist Geeti
Shirazi Mahajan

Photo right

Anousha Shahsavari lead participants
through the process of creating their
own individual paintings.



COLLECTIVE POEM

I hope to do the same in God'’s
name, Amen

How will | be tomorrow?

| have no breath without love
Ice-fevered branches

As | stare at water

Love was food for everyone

You do not know how much
I would want for you

| take wing in your kindness

Tell me where has kindness
been in this world

Poetry workshop lead by Iranian Poet Roja Chamankar



Program | CommuniTEA & Conversation
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Photo top left

Poet Roja Chamankar reading from a
collection of her poems titled Dying in
A Mother Tongue

Photo bottom left

Students enjoy traditional Iranian
food by Caspian Grill

Opposite page 23

The Center for Peace & Conflict
director Shirin Khosropour with
Iranian Artist Anousha Shah helping
students through the process of
creating their paintings.

PARTICIPANT
FEEDBACK

Taken from event surveys

“It was a welcoming environment for all! | came
on a whim and felt totally welcome!”

“Even though the event was short, | loved the fellowship
that was felt amongst the participants. This is

between individuals that knew each other before
today and those that met for the first time.”



Dear Prof. Shirin, | know it's pretty late. | just
wanted to thank you. | don’t even know how to
thank you. You were the only person in my
darkest time who actually heard me and grabbed
my hands. | was determined to take my own life
that time, and | didn’t have any hope to survive.

I thought that was it for me. You were there

for me and helped me. Janie is super helpful

and actually helped to get out of that deep hole

I was in. We made great progress, and | owe you
two my life. If I'm alive and feel alive, it’s because
of your philanthropy. You are a great person and
an angel to me. Thank you again for saving me.

I love you, dear beloved Shirin “God bless you.

“Everything was perfect!
Please offer more of this kind
of gatherings, these events
could bring our communities
closer to each other during
these hard times.”

“It felt therapeutic without
realizing it. | found it to be
very insightful and inspiring.”

“Once again ACC had proven
to me that it’s my home and
I am welcome here. “Thank
you!”"and for people to be
understood by each other.”

23



Program | Peace & Conflict Studies Spring Symposium

PEACE & CONFLICT STUDIES
SPRING SYMPOSIUM

Climate Science,
Climate Justice:

Personal & Civic Action

9th Annual

66

I was grateful to learn
more about the science
behind the climate
crisis and to commune
with other people who
are also concerned.

After 3 long years of pandemic postponement we were delighted to finally host our
9th Peace & Conflict Studies Spring Symposium, Climate Science, Climate Justice:
Personal and Civic Action, which took place on April 14, 2023.

OUR PROGRAM FOR THE DAY INCLUDED:

24

Welcoming remarks and an introduction
to Peace & Conflict Studies from Center
Director, Dr. Shirin Khosropour

A keynote speech by world renowned
climate scientist, Dr. Benjamin Kirtman

Remarks from Andy Kim, director of
the Office for Sustainability and Energy
regarding efforts being made at the
college to reduce our carbon footprint

A morning panel of presenters that
explored the role of civic and communal
action in addressing climate change

Performances from Dance and
Drama students as well as a visual
art exhibit showcasing student
work in response to our theme.

The presentation of our annual Peace
Educator Award, which went to De'borah
Pool this year for her outreach, counseling,
and advocacy work with current and
previously incarcerated people

And an afternoon panel of presenters
that explored climate adaptation efforts
in the Public Health Profession


https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/climate-science-climate-justice-personal-and-civic-action/

SYMPOSIUM SESSION ATTENDANCE BY DEMOGRAPHIC

Descriptions Date Admin Faculty Staff Students Other

Climate Science, Climate Justice:

Personal and Civic Action 4/14/23 5 38 37 68 62

TOTAL 2 1 0
ATTENDED

KEYNOTE

Benjamin Kirtman - Professor Benjamin Kirtman received his BS in
Applied Mathematics from the University of California-San Diego in
1987, and his MS and Ph.D. in 1992 from the University of Maryland-
College Park. Dr. Kirtman is a full professor of Atmospheric Sciences, is
the Director of the Cooperative Institute for Marine and Atmospheric
Studies (CIMAS) and serves as the Deputy Director for the Institute
for Data Science and Computing at the University of Miami Rosenstiel
School of Marine, Atmospheric, and Earth Sciences.



https://liberalarts.austincc.edu/center-peace-conflict-studies/climate-science-climate-justice-personal-and-civic-action/

Program | Peace & Conflict Studies Spring Symposium

PEACE & CONFLICT STUDIES

SPRING SYMPOSIUM

26

WELCOME

By Center Director

Center for Peace & Conflict Studies
Director’'s Welcome and Introduction
followed by brief remarks from

ACC Office of Sustainability

Watch recording

PANEL 1

Climate Science, Community
Transformation: The Role of Civic and
Communal Action in Addressing Climate
Change

In this panel we explored how
communities both locally and
globally are responding to the
projected perils of climate change.
The role of governments and non-
governmental organizations in
disaster mitigation and recovery
were examined and the role of
local activists seeking to hold these

entities to account will be highlighted.

Watch recording

9th Annual

KEYNOTE

Understanding Climate Change Science
from Days-to-Decades, Global Societal Im-
plications and Need for Local Community
Values to Inform Adaptation Science

This presentation summarized
the physical basis for climate
change science highlighting the
scientific understanding of how
extremes in drought, floods,

heat waves, cold spells, coastal
inundation, fires and hurricanes
are predicted and projected to
change over the next few decades
out to the end of the century.

Watch recording

66

I am very glad to see
the work of the Peace
& Conflict Studies
team continuing to
stimulate attention
on important topics.

PANEL 2

Building Community Immunity: Climate
Adaptation in the Public Health Profession

As the repercussions of the climate
crisis become more apparentin
Texas, our public health community
is increasingly responding. In this
panel, we explore the impacts

of climate change on the health

of Texan cities, citizens, and
communities with representatives
from the Red Cross, the City of
Austin, and public health experts.

Watch recording


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LFA37lJjRu4&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5d60_nd6Vvw&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnwm4YlagiE&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gih27dyfZ-Y&t=1s

Just wonderful. Holding the conference
in a LEED constructed building

was thoughtful. So many small
nuances about the day showed
careful planning (i.e., students at the
recycling, compost bins, etc. etc. etc.).
I learned a lot and | was inspired!

Photos bottom

Zero Waste Stations and volunteers provided by the Office of Energy & Sustain-

ability, Plastic Reduction Project, Citizen’s Climate Lobby.

PEACE EDUCATOR AWARD

Presented to Deborah Pool

The Peace & Conflict Studies Center
annually recognizes a leader in
peace education in the community.
This year, we are excited to present
Deborah Pool with the Peace
Educator Award in recognition of her
outreach, counseling, and advocacy
work with current and previously
incarcerated people. For over 16
years, Deborah Pool has visited with
inmates nearing the end of their
sentences to establish relationships
while sharing information, resources,
and support available through ACC
to formerly incarcerated people.

Watch recording



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwuTSr-m7dY
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PACS SYMPOSIUM

I am very glad to see
the work of the Peace
& Conflict Studies

ART & UNDERSTANDING team continuing to

stimulate attention
on important topics.

STUDENT ART EXHIBITION

Dramatic, Visual, Movement, Film,
and Music Pieces exploring humanistic
relationships to climate change and action

Guided tours to the Student
Art Exhibit in the Art Lab

Final thanks to our judge and
local Artist Paloma Mayorga

and @theartgalleries.acc for
hosting the exhibition.

Photo right

Symposium attendees learning about
the student art exhibit in the Art Lab

FIRST PLACE

By Chloe Blodgett
“Kiss me on the bus”
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9th Annual

SECOND PLACE THIRD PLACE
Kristine Corona Everardo Camacho Wanless
“I Love New York " “Requiem to the Forest”



STUDENT PERFORMANCES

Featuring Performances by ACC’s Dance
and Drama Students

Dramatic, Visual, Movement,
Film, and Music Pieces exploring
humanistic relationships to
climate change and action

Watch recording

Learn more and watch videos of
Symposium Performances and
Panel Discussions

I kept thinking throughout
the event: “wow, this is so
organized and everything

is happening on time!” Big
kudos to everyone who was
involved in organizing and
staffing the event. It's a huge
undertaking and | know
how difficult it can be to
produce events at this scale.
The content was thoughtful,
relevant and important.

Khalia Sacko and Jade Faulkner performing
a scene from Chantal Bilodeau's play “Sila”

Toni Hammler performing her original
piece, “Too Late”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2LlMoG97Vv4&t=1s
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Program | Faculty Learning Community

GLOBAL PEACE & CONFLICT STUDIES

FACULTY LEARNING
COMMUNITY

This year the Center launched a new Global

Peace and Conflict Studies Faculty Learning
Community (FLC), together with ACC's International
Programs and the University of Texas at Austin’s
five Hemisphere regional studies centers. FLC
members were treated to regular talks from
experts in the field of global peace and conflict

In Peace Studies, “peace” is defined not just as the absence of violent conflict,
but also the presence of the conditions for a just and sustainable peace,
including equity in all aspects of society.

studies, which includes peace and conflict at all
levels - intrapersonal, interpersonal, intragroup,
and intergroup (including between nation
states), as well as access to books and other
reading materials to support their curriculum
development. The goal of the FLC was for faculty
to undertake a project to incorporate a peace
and conflict studies lens into their courses. In
Peace Studies, “peace” is defined not just as the
absence of violent conflict, but also the presence
of the conditions for a just and sustainable
peace, including equity in all aspects of society.



This FLC, limited to 10
ACC faculty, spent the
Fall and Spring semesters
working together to
learn more about peace
and conflict studies and
explore its relationship
with and application to
their own disciplines.
Faculty participants
spanned a variety of
disciplines including:

. Biology

. Earth & Environmental
Sciences

. Economics

. ESOL

. History

. Information Technology

. Library Services
. Nursing

. Philosophy

. Psychology

FACULTY LEARNING COMMUNITY MEETINGS BY TOPIC AND SPEAKER

Date

Topic

Guest Speaker

09/16/22

12/02/22

01/20/23

02/17/23

03/24/23

04/14/23

THE FUTURE OF

Introduction to Peace Studies
and Peace Pedagogy

Human Rights and
Social Justice

Strategic Peacemaking

Digital Activism and the Making
of The February 24 th Archive
(Seegel); Civil-Military Interac-

tions in the Russia-Ukraine War

(Loboda)

Social Media and Social
Networks in Ukraine: From the
Euromaiden to the Civilian Re-

sponse to Full-Scale Invasion

Climate Science, Climate Justice:

Personal and Civic Action

George Lopez, Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh,
C.S.C., Professor Emeritus of Peace Studies,
Kroc Institute for International Peace
Studies, University of Notre Dame.

Neville Hoad, Associate Professor of English
and Co-Director of the Bernard and Audre
Rapoport Center for Human Rights and
Justice, University of Texas at Austin.

Lisa Schirch, Richard G. Starmann Sr.
Professor in Peace Studies, Kroc Institute
for International Peace Studies, University
of Notre Dame

Steven Seegel, Professor of Slavic and
Eurasian Studies, Associate Chair,
Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies,
University of Texas at Austin.Yuriy Loboda,
Visiting Faculty, Center for Russian, East
European, and Eurasian Studies, University
of Texas at Austin.

Dr. Emma Mateo, Petro Jacyk Postdoctoral
Research Scholar in Ukrainian Studies,
Harriman Institute, Columbia University.

Various, see page austincc.edu/peace for full
list of speakers

By the end of the year faculty shared what they've learned about peace and
conflict studies as it relates to their disciplines with their faculty peers by
creating a post for the TLED blog and presenting their work to ACC faculty

beyond the FLC at a department presentation, workshop, or other event.

While we would have liked to see this FLC be offered again next year,
the grant which funded this project through the University of Texas
was not renewed so we will not be bringing this opportunity back
until a new funding source is secured for this undertaking.
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THE YEAR AHEAD

CENTERS' VISION
AND PLANS

CHARTING OUR FUTURE:
A FOCUSED VISION

1

Guided by our Advisory Committee, our vision

for the upcoming year is to enhance the Center’s
efficiency and impact. We're strategically focusing on
sustainable funding and meaningful collaboration
with partners from across the College and the
broader community to propel our mission forward.

HIGH DEMAND, LIMITED RESOURCES:
NAVIGATING SUCCESS

Our offerings grew in response to community
needs and demand, but our resources have

not. To continue serving our community, we're
optimizing our event schedule. This move allows us
to concentrate resources on high-impact activities
and foster deeper engagements until funding

is congruent with the community’s needs.

CULTIVATING PARTNERSHIPS:
BUILDING SUSTAINABLE FUNDING

3

Our proactive approach to securing grants and
building partnerships from private external

partners and internal stakeholders within the
College, is intended to set a solid financial foundation
for our current and future endeavors. We are
grateful to have already received an internal mini-
grant from the Office of Purpose & Belonging,

which can partially support a potential Conflict
Transformation Academy Level One in Spring 2024.
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SEVEN YEARS OF GROWTH: EXPANDING
THE CTA TO MEET RISING DEMAND

The seven-year journey of the Conflict Transformation
Academy Level One is a testament to our commitment
to transforming the culture of our community and

its orientation toward conflict. This initiative is part
of our core mission, first drafted in a December

2010 proposal to the administration. In order to
continue offering the Conflict Transformation
Academy and meet growing demands for additional
sessions, the Center is seeking stable funding. The
Center aims to train three cohorts annually to ensure
a continued offering of this valuable training.

DATA-DRIVEN SUCCESS: DEVELOPING
AN EVALUATION TOOLKIT

We are collaborating with data partners across the
college to create an evaluation toolkit for measuring
and understanding our programs’ impact. This toolkit
will enable us to track the skills development of
Conflict Transformation Academy participants and
the cultural transformation at Austin Community
College. These efforts are particularly important as
they directly align with the Chancellor’s vision of
loving our students and community to success.

COMMUNITY AT THE CORE: ENHANCING
CONFLICT RESOLUTION SKILLS

Our engagement with various college divisions
underlines our dedication to understanding
and addressing community needs and the
multidisciplinary nature of peace studies.
We're focused on equipping individuals

with vital conflict transformation skills and
understanding of peace processes



RESPONSE TO EMERGING STUDENT
NEEDS: PROACTIVE STUDENT SUPPORT
IN TIMES OF CRISIS

Unforeseen and distressing events such as mass
shootings and wars challenge all of us and impact our
lives. A crisis may occur without warning and deeply
traumatize and disrupt lives among segments of our
ACC community. Our commitment remains focused
on equipping students with knowledge and skills to
understand and manage crises and support those
directly impacted by them, as demonstrated by this
year's successful launch of the CommuniTEA series.

8 PEACEBUILDING THROUGH THE ARTS:
EXPANDING OUR CREATIVE OFFERINGS

Continuing the Cinema of Conflict & Transformation
series, we merge the power of storytelling

with our peacebuilding efforts, attracting and
inspiring a new generation of peacemakers at
Austin Community College. Working with Dr. Mark
Cunningham and our colleagues in the Radio-
Television-Film Department, the Center can attract
a new generation of peacemakers through the
power of art and storytelling. Following the positive
response from our Poetry for Peace event, we

have made it a priority for the upcoming academic
year to increase collaboration with the talented
arts programs at ACC, including the Art Gallery,
Drama, and Dance to host regular joint events.

DECADE OF PROGRESS:
THE 10TH ANNUAL SPRING SYMPOSIUM

Mark your calendars for the 10th Annual Spring
Symposium, a landmark event celebrating a decade

of dedication to peace. Join us on April 19, 2024, for
“What's Peace Got to Do With It: Transforming Conflicts
in Your Relationships, Career, and Community,” this
event will bring together a community of conflict
transformation educators and practitioners to
highlight the work the Center has accomplished, the
relevance of this work for our students, and the
significance of peace in all aspects of our lives.

HEARTFELT GRATITUDE

Honoring Our Advisory Committee

We extend our deepest thanks to the members
of the Advisory Committee for their invaluable
guidance and unwavering support. Your expertise
and insights have been pivotal in shaping our
strategies and successes. We are immensely
grateful for your dedication to our mission

and the profound impact you've made.

CATHERINE SOLAAS - DEPARTMENT CHAIR, ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR OF DANCE, PRODUCTION MANAGER

DAVID LAUDERBACK - PROFESSOR OF HISTORY
DESHAUNTA STEWART - DEAN OF LIBERAL ARTS - SOCIAL
& BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES

FRANK REID - PROFESSOR OF MANAGEMENT

GARY MORENO - ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

& DIRECTOR OF THE LATIN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
GRANT POTTS - PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY, RELIGION, AND
HUMANITIES

KATHY FROST - PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

KHAYREE WILLIAMS - DIRECTOR, TRUTH, RACIAL HEALING &
TRANSFORMATION CENTER

LARRY DAVIS - VICE CHANCELLOR OF BELONGING &
PURPOSE

LILLIAN HUERTA - ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HUMANITIES
LINDA COX - SERVICE LEARNING COORDINATOR AND
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY

MATTHEW “MATTY” MANDELL - COORDINATOR III,
CENTER FOR PACS

MARCUS MCQUIRTER - DEPARTMENT CHAIR, PROFESSOR
OF DRAMA

MARK CUNNINGHAM - PROFESSOR OF
RADIO-TELEVISION-FILM

MICHELLE GUILLEN- COORDINATOR |, CENTER FOR PACS
MICHELLE RAYMOND - DISTRICT STRATEGIC EVENTS
DIRECTOR & RIO GRANDE CAMPUS MANAGER

PETER BONFITTO - DIRECTOR OF ART GALLERIES &
EXHIBITION PROGRAMMING

RENNISON LALGEE - PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY
ROBERTA WESTON - PROFESSOR OF ART HISTORY
ROLAND HAYES - PROFESSOR OF HISTORY & CENTER
DIRECTOR OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER
SAMUEL ECHEVERRIA-CRUZ - PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY
SARAH BOWMAN - ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF HUMANITIES
SHIRIN KHOSROPOUR - DIRECTOR, PACS CENTER &
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

SUSAN WARNER-SANCHEZ - ASSOCIATE VICE CHANCELLOR
OF TEACHING & LEARNING EXCELLENCE DIVISION

TOBIN QUEREAU - PROFESSOR OF PSYCHOLOGY

URSULA PIKE - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF GRANT
DEVELOPMENT & COMPLIANCE
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